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T  O  T  H  E 

FEMALES 

O  F 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

“  The  fmalleft  fpeek  is  feen  on  Snow!” 


Ladies, 

A  S  it  is  univerfally  allowed 
1  that  no  country  or  place 

in  the  known  world,  exceeds  the 
women  of  this  Ifland  in  Beauty, 
is  it  not  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  fome  of  thefe  (if  ever  fo  few) 
fhould  in  the  leaft  eclipfe  that 
fymmetry  and  harmony  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  nature  has  given  ? — - 
Forbid  it  reafon ! — Forbid  it  good 

B  2  fenfe ! 


fenfe  !  O  !  leave  it  to  the  men 

I 

only  to  defile  and  daub  them- 
felves  with  the  filth  of  Snuff ; 
and  perhaps  when  your  example 
becomes  more  general,  they  may 
in  a  great  meafure  (as  not  pleafing 
to  you)  leave  it  off : — If  they  do 
not,  may  the  following  ana¬ 
thema  fall  on  them !- — viz. — To 
be  defpifed  by  the  moll  engaging 

and  decent  of  your  fex,  for  their 

/  7 

folly  and  unnatural  perfifting  in 
this  odious  cuftom. 

This  is  written  chiefly  for  the 
Fair  Sex,  although  the  men  are 
moil  addicted  to  the  irrational 
folly ;  but  the  diftorting  and 
fpoiiing  their  faces  is  not  fo  much 
to  be  lamented. 


Adver- 


(  v  ) 


Advertifement 


1  H I S  effort  to  reform  will 


,1,  no  doubt  meet  with  many 
adverfaries,  as  there  are  fo  many 
addi£fed  to  the  Vice  here  com¬ 
plained  of,  which  makes  fome 
exhortation  the  more  neceffary. 
Whether  friends  or  enemies  ap¬ 
prove  or  difapprove,  they  may 
do  fome  good  in  the  purchafe  of 
this  Pamphlet,  as  their  money  will 
help  to  forward  one  of  the  main 
defigns  of  the  publication  ;  which 


is 


I 


(Vi) 

is  to  adminifter  relief  to  the 
diftreffed,  as  well  as  advice  to 
thofe  who  need  it ;  for  the  writer 
has  not  the  leaft  view  to  any 
pecuniary  advantage,  and  if  any 
profit  fhall  arife  from  the  fale  of 
it,  it  will  be  given  to  feme  public 
charity. 

It  may  be  thought  by  fome 
that  he  has  been  too  fevere  in  his 

obfervations,  and  too  harfh  in 

» 

his  epithets ;  but  let  fuch  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  his  zeal  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  beauty,  which 
nature  has  fo  liberally  diffufed  to 
many  of  the  human  fpecies  ;  efpe- 
cially  the  Fair  Sex  ;  and  to  fhew 
them  the  loathfomenefs  of  Snuff. 


He 


(  vii  ) 

/ 

He  knows  he  has  not  abilities 
fufficient  to  make  an  author, 
therefore  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
write  for  fame,  nor  did  he  ever 
trouble  the  Public  before  with 

_  ,  f  v  ■ 

any  compofition  of  this  kind,  and 
moft  probably  never  may  again ; 
but  as  he  affociates  with  his 
fellow  creatures,  fhould  be  ex¬ 
ceeding  happy  if  he  did  not  fo 
often  meet  with  a  very  naufeous 
fpeflacle  of  their  own  making. 

It  is  too  well  known  in  feveral 
families  that  this  vice  has  caufed 
much  uneafinefs,  and  been  fo 
juftified  by  cuftom,  that  many 
who  have  utterly  difapproved  of 
it,  could  not  prefume  to  fignify 

their 


(  viii  ) 

their  difpleafure ;  and  fome  hive 
feparated  their  tables  on  account 
of  it,  without  mentioning  the  real 
caufe  of  fo  doing. — -Now,  perhaps, 
the  giving  or  lending,  or  only 
putting  this  in  the  way  of  any 
perfon  violently  addifted  to  this 
folly,  may  be  of  fervice  ;  as  the 
Pamphlet  fometime  fince  pub- 

f 

lifhed,  called  a  Prefent  for  Women 
addifted  to  Drinking,  was,  in 
making  peace  and  content  in  fome 
families.  The  writer  once  knew 

.  t  .  \ 

an  inftance  of  a  book,  intitled  the 
Prodigal  Son,  being  laid  in  the 
way  of  an  extravagant  young  heir, 
that  did  him  more  fervice,  and 
had  more  effect  on  him  than  all 
the  other  attempts  that  were  made 
ufe  of  to  reclaim  him. 


War  with  the  Senses  ; 

»  *  ,  -ji  f  . 

f  i*  ,  fy,  -  > 

^  +  1  •  ***  .  *  *  >  JL  '  '  '  , 

O  R, 

/hr  Thoughts  on  Snuff-Taking » 

r.  ^  f  *•  f  t  et,  :  ,  .  ‘  ,  ,  , 

4  r ,  A  .  v  ,  f,  i  \  ■  • 

’  !  « j  ;  ,  ‘  :  •  *  ;  •  •’  : ' .  j ;  ; t 

H  E  moll  liberal  and  candid  mull 
confefs  that  every  deviation  from 
the  laws  of  God  and  Nature  is  undoubted¬ 
ly  Evil,  and  therefore  no  one  can  be  juftly 
charged  with  cynical  afperity,  for  deem¬ 
ing  that  a  Vice  which  nature  and  experi¬ 
ence  prove  fo.  It  certainly  mull  be  cri¬ 
minal  fince  it  is  abfolute  rebellion  againft 
the  laws  of  nature,  to  diftort  and  disfigure 
the  Human  Face,  and  whoever  has  ob~ 
ferved  people  addi&ed  to  the  Vice  of  Snuft 

C  Taking 


(  2  ) 


Taking  mull  have  often  feen  an  agreeable 
countenance  defaced,  the  eyes  made  to 
flare  and  water,  and  caufe  evacuations 
which  fhould  as  much  as  poflible  be  con¬ 
cealed  ;  and  when  unavoidable,  nothing 
but  the  impoffibility  of  always  preventing, 
can  excufe.  Then  certainly  to  caufe  and 
provoke  fuch  an  unneceffary  evacuation, 
difagreeable  to  behold  and  alfo  hurtful 
to  the  human  edifice,  efpecially  the  Attic 
Story,  mufi  be  a  Sin.  Who  without  re¬ 
gret  can  fee  an  agreeable  and  well  dreffed 
Lady  with  a  beautiful  Countenance, 
elegant  Symmetry,  and  fine  natural 
colouring  of  the  Features,  pull  off 
a  glove,  and  with  a  fine  white  delicate 
hand  take  out  a  box,  and  put  her 
pretty  thumb  and  finger  into  a  nafty- 
coloured  powder,  and  apply  the  fame  to 
a  beautiful  Face  and  fpoil  it,  by  changing 
the  fine  natural  colour  of  the  Skin  in 


more 


(  3  ) 


more  places  then  where  this  filthy  drug 
is  laid  on,  and  caufing  the  blood  to  rife 
into  the  face  by  coughing,  &c.  This  is 
not  uncommon  even  to  thofe  conftantly 
addifted  to  this  naufeous  cuftom.  If  the 
Senfe  of  fmelling  muft  be  gratified,  there 
are  much  more  decent  ways  of  doing  it; 
fuch  as  Effence  of  Smelling  Bottles,  &c« 
&c.  &c. 

The  Ingenious  Author  of  the  Spectator 
N°  173,  has  been  ferious  in  his  obfer- 
vations  on  Grinners;  I  could  wifh  he  had 
been  fo  likewife  on  Snuff  Takers,  but  what 
he  fays  concerning  the  former,  may  be 
faid  with  equal  propriety  of  the  latter, 
efpecially  in  men,  and  ancient  hard  fea-^ 
tured  Females  ;  both  of  which  have  really 
often  put  me  in  mind  of  the  look  of 
Milton's  Death,  and 

“  Grinn'd  horribly  a  ghaftly  Smile. 

C  2  I  would 


(  4  ) 

I  would  alfo  recommend  Snuff  Takers 
to  confider  whether  or  no,  they  are  not 
guilty  of  an  affront  to  their  Species,  in 
treating  after  this  manner  the  Human 

*  *  *  '  r  t  '■  *  r  r 

Face  formed  after  the  Divine  Image,  and 
whether  it  has  not  fomething  immoral 
as  well  as  ridiculous,  altho’  it  may  be  ef- 
teemed  too  free  to  compare  Snuff  Takers 
with  Grinners ;  as  it  is  impoffible  to  make 
a  fine  delicate  face  as  odious  as  one  that 

i.  »  -  *  * 

is  mafculine.  Yet  I  may  with  truth  po~ 
fitively  fay,  that  the  fined  and  mod  beau¬ 
tiful  mien  often  is,  as  much  didorted  as 
any  angry  Grinner,  and  all  the  Difference 
is,  that  the  countenance  is  originally  not 
hard  favor’d  or  mafculine,  fo  confequently 
not  fo  odious  ;  but  by  this  means  equally 
Injured. 

To  corroborate  this  affertion,  we  fee  the 
Eyes  of  many  people  before  Sniffing  up 

the 

\T  .  -  * 


/ 
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the  Snuff,  and  immediately  after,  even  if  it 

-  $  *y  =  ■  r  '  '  • 

doth  not  make  their  eyes  water,  (as  is  very 
ufual  with  Snuff  Takers)  receive  ultimate 
detriment  by  the  unnatural  convulfion  of 
the  optic  nerve.  I  am  certain  did  many  but 
fee  themfelves  juft  after  the  pinch  is  tak¬ 
en,  and  obferve  the  alteration  it  makes  in 

*-  r  ■  *  •  \  ’  ■ 

their  countenance,  they  would  be  induced 
to  refrain  from  this  cuftom,  fo  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  thofe  about  them,  who  are 
more  cleanly  than  to  fall  into  fuch  un¬ 
natural  follies. 

»-  \  •  t  ?  ?  ? 

/  V  ,  ,  ^  .  f  *  ,  |.  *.  ■  jf-  V.  ■ 

1 1  r  .  f 

It  is  the  greateft  Mark  of  good  Man¬ 
ners  to  endeavour  to  be  as  agreeable  as 
poffible  to  the  Company,  but  this  muft 
Certainly  be  forgotten  by  thofe,  who 
adopt  this  very  offenfive  procedure.  Even 
at  Meals,  to  fee  the  Nofe  and  upper  Lip 
of  fome  people  is  but  an  un- 

pleafing  objeft.  Add  to  this  the  difagree- 

able 


(  6  ) 

able  Sound  attending  the  concuflion  of 

% 

the  Nofe  when  the  Snuff  is  fluffed  in; 
even  fo  that  the  mofl  agreeable  perfon 
or  Converfation  is  not  able  to  compen- 

■  i  - 

s 

fate  for  it.  As  it  threatens  fora e  formid¬ 
able  emanations,  their  converfation  can¬ 
not  be  fo  well  attended  to.  becaufe  few 

•  ?  J  f  *  <-  -  •  *  L  '  .  -v  ^ 

like  to  behold  fo  difagreeable  an  obje£l, 
and  mull  be  obliged  to  be  inattentive  to 
their  difcourfe  or  abruptly  turn  from 
them  ;  this  is  a  piece  of  contempt  they 
bring  upon  themfelves  by  being  fo  dif- 
a^reeable  to  all  but  their  fellow  Snuff 
Takers,  and  doubt  not  but  many  have 
feen  and  felt  the  flight  put  upon  them, 
but  not  attributed  it  to  the  real  caufe. 

It  may  reafonablv  be  fuppofed  the 
writer  of  this  is  not  the  only  perfon,  who 

*  r*  ’  ’s  '. 

has  his  appetite  much  hurt  by  the  hand¬ 
ing  of  Snuff  about  between  each  courfe 

at 


(  7  ) 

atDinner.  Where  the  objeftisdifagreeable 
by  nature,  or  deform’d  by  fome  unfore- 
feen  event,  all  reafonable  people  will 

V  ,  i  "  •  ' 

rather  pity  than  cenfure,  and  take  as  little 
notice  as  poffible  of  the  defeft;  but  where 
a  defeft  is  caufed  by  folly,  it  is  a  juft 

-  \  '  ifv  i  f  t  '  ■  }'  r  r* 

object  of  ridicule,  and  a  mark  of  real 

,  *  v  t  •  * 

friendfhip  to  advife,  or  dehort  the  Per¬ 
petrator  from  purfuing  fuch  a  difguftful 

*  }  -  5  *  * 

Vice.  The  moft  common  excufe  for 

r  f  it  ?  \ 

continuing  it  is,  “  I  have  fo  long  ufed  it, 
I  cannot  now  leave  it  off/5  That  the 
moft  palpable  abfurdities  ftiould  be  war¬ 
ranted  and  authorized  by  Cuftom,  is  a 
reproach  to  rational  and  intelligent  crea¬ 
tures,  but  that  the  difcerning  world  ftiould 
be  the  Slaves  of  ufurping  Precedents,  is 
aftoniftiing  to  conceive  of,  as  well  as  al~ 
moft  unaccountable  likewife.  This  im¬ 
plicit  fubmiffion  is  only  the  want  of  re- 
folution,  beeaufe  there  are  fome  who  have 

omitted 


/ 
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omitted  this  unfeemly  pra&ice,  efpecial- 
ly  a  late  Indance  of  a  perfon,  who  had  a 
friend  honed  enough  to  tell  him  that  he 
thought  Snuff  Taking  was  the  greated 


foible  he  was  guilty  of,  and  wondered 
that  one  of  his  fenfe  and  underdanding 

•  •»  4  V.  *  J  O 


fhould  ufe  it  to  fuch  excefs.  This  fe- 

,  .  .  .  4  ■  ' 

rious  admonition  had  fuch  an  effect  on 

■  ?  i  »  a  i  *.  &  J  -  *  V.’  » 

him,  that  he  aftually  has  refrained  from 
the  praftice  for  feveral  years,  and  now 
fpeaks  clear,  breaths  freely,  and  is  a 
healthy,  wholefome-looking,  cleanly 
man. 


There  are  fome  in  vindication  of  this 
odious  cudom  fay,  it  is  a  friendly  Aflif- 
tant  to  nature,  and  helps  the  health.  To 
them  it  can  only  be  replied,  that  mod 

’  ,  7  <  .  -  -  r  t  '  7  '  ■  - 

people  will  endeavour  to  palliate  a  vice 
they  are  fond  of,  and  are  fo  much  accuf* 
tomed  to ;  but  its  difagreeable  edeft  to 

others 


f 
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others  about  them,  who  abhor  this  nafty 
cuftom,  (as  a  point  of  good  manners) 
fliould  have  fome  influence  on  them,  and 
at  leaft  prevent  them  from  adding  to  the 
nuifance  of  their  own  taking  it  by  fo 
very  frequently  offering  it  to  others,  who 
diflike  it.  That  omiflion.  could  not  be 

/  "  <*>'.  »  $  v  .  ?  ..  .  !  •  \  /  w‘  1  *  .  3  i  i  ; 

conftrued  a  want  of  politenefs,  as  mo  ft 
fnuff  takers  are  ready  enough  to  beg,  if 
they  fee  any  of  their  own  Sort  in  compa* 
ny,  and  are  not  provided  with  it  them- 
felves,  and  I  would  advife  the  fnuff  taker 
to  look  at  the  perfon  before  he  offers  his 
difagreeable  Drug,  to  fee  if  he  refembles 
one  of  that  filthy  fraternity.  He  may 

firft  obferve  if  he  has  diftorted  Eyes,  and 

***  * 

a  yellow  loathfome  colour  about  his  up¬ 
per  lip  or  noftril,  like  the  Veftiges  of  a 
High  Road.  It  is  a  very  great,  but  too 
common  error  in  mankind,  to  think  that 
all  others  muff  like  what  they  do,  but  let 

D  them 
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them  firft  calmly  and  ferioufly  conftder 
what  they  have  a  particular  averfion  to, 
and  then  think  how  they  would  chufe  to 
have  that  very  thing  perpetually  and  con-" 
ftantly  prefented  to  them  and  offered  juft 
under  the  nofe,  and  fometimes  in  the 

"  ~  '  V  *  *  1  '  ' 

midft  of  an  important  converfation.  Afk 
thofe  who  cannot  bear  Cheefe,  Oyfters, 

»  T 

&c.  &c.  &c.  how  they  would  be  pleafed 
to  have  a  box  of  them  put  often  near 
their  face  and  requefted  to  partake  of  the 
unpleafing  Diet. 

•  I  : f 

.  *■.  y  '•  ;  x  i  i  \  f  ;  •  f  •  ;  *  *  '  i  '  !  '•  " 

•  * 

It  is  not  the  Frequency  of  any  cuftom 
that  can  make  it  in  any  degree  the  lefs 

i 

abfurd,  many  have  begun  this  ridiculous 

cuftom  with  relu£iance,  •  only  to  be 

- 

thought  fafhionable,  till  by  long  habit  it 
became  a  fettled  folly.  Bad  example  has 
done  much  mifchief  in  the  world,  by 

caufing 
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caufing  others  to  follow  what  otherwise 
would  have  never  been  adopted, 

-  U U  v  i  ;  .•  .  ...  •  \  • 

Ill  Habits  gather  by  unfeen  Degrees, 

As  Brooks  make  Rivers,  Rivers  run  to  Seas. 

i  r  ;  , 

Dry  den  s  Virgil. 

Little  Mifs  would  never  have  thought 
of  Snuff  taking,  if  (he  had  not  feen  her 
Mother  and  old  maiden  Aunt  do  it  before 
her,  and  Betty  the  Chamber-maid,  Molly 
the  Houfe-maid,  and  Mrs,  Cook,  would 
never  have  thought  of  buying  Snuff 
Boxes  but  to  imitate  their  Miftrefs  ;  and 
the  Girl  at  next  door,  juft  come  from  the 
country,  feeing  Mrs.  Molly,  (while 
wafhing  the  ftone  fteps  at  the  door)  fet 
down  her  mop  to  take  a  pinch  of  Snuff, 
thinks  all  London  maids  do  fo  likewife, 
and  fhe  to  be  fure  mult  referable  them. 
She  conquers  the  firft  difficulty  of  it,  and 

continues 
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continues  it,  even  to  old  age,  when  with 
poverty,  fluttilhnefs,  and  dram  drinking 
added  to  it,  make  her  as  difagreeable  an 
object  as  any  Female  poffibly  can  be.* 

^  i 

■  -  t  • 

'  7 

Cuftom  that  doth  (till  difpenfe, 

i 

An  univerfal  influence, 

And  make  things  right  or  wrong  appear, 

f  >  .  -  1  '  *  .1  •'  '*  •  •  •  *  :  ■ 

Juft  as  they  do  her  Liv'ry  wear. 

Hudibras. 

» 

I  would  advife  all  thofe  who  fuffer  or 
permit  their  fervants  to  ufe  it,  to  confider 
how  they  will  like  their  cook,  to  let  the 
Snuff  Box  fall  into  the  dripping-pan,  and 
then  bafte  their  meat  with  it ;  or  if  they 
can  have  a  good  appetite  for  the  paltry, 
when  known  to  be  made  by  a  Snuff 
T  aker. 

Much 

*  The  inimitable  Hogarth  when  delineating  the  moll  odious 
female  Chara&er,  as  an  emblem  of  Vice  and  Sloth,  reprefents  her 
taking  Snuff.  Vide  his  print  of  Gin-Lane / 


'  (13  ) 


Much  more  might  be  faid  on  this  mix¬ 
ture  of  Snuff  &c.  in  food,  but  to  handle 
it  with  truth  would  be  indelicate,  and 
breaking  through  the  rules  of  decency. 
If  fo,  how  can  reafonable  people  do,  or 
fufferto  be  done,  any  thing  that  will  not 
bear  mentioning  ?  Or  too  indecent  to  be 
thought  of  ?  It  is  a  nafty  folly,  quite  un~ 
neceffary,  and  may  be  avoided. 

Thus  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  it 
runs  as  a  fafhion,  till  it  becomes  a  vice, 
very  difagreeable  to  all  about  them,  who 
are  not  additied  to  it. 

I  fhall  only  add  what  I  faw  a  very 
fhort  time  ago  :  a  very  good  Orator,  and 
otherwife  a  fenfible  man,  was  declaiming 
on  an  agreeable  fubjeft,  to  a  large  audi¬ 
ence  ;  his  delivery  was  juft,  his  aftion 
good,  his  periods  well  turned,  his  empha- 

fis 


i 
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fis  proper,  his  language  pleafing,  his  voice 
ftrong,  clear,  and  mufical.  All  this  he 
was  for  near  half  an  hour ;  but  on  his 
application  to  his  Snuff  Box,  and  draw¬ 
ing  the  Snuff,  with  a  difagreeable  fnort  up 
his  nofe,  his  voice  was  quite  altered  to  a 
fnuffle,  his  eyes  watered,  fo  that  he  kept 
fnuffling  and  wiping  to  the  end  of  his  dif- 
courfe,  and,  what  was  fo  agreeably  be¬ 
gun,  was  prevented  continuing  fo  by  this 
nafty  habit,  and  made  the  latter  part  dif¬ 
agreeable  by  a  kind  of  ftoppage  to  the 
words,  and  prevented  him  from  fpeaking 
in  fo  articulate  a  manner  as  before,  and 
for  the  evening  fpoiled  the  Orator. 

Here  let  me  paufe  a  moment,  and  alk 
the  fons  of  eloquence,  and  the  lovers  of 
declamation,  if  they  can  admit  any  ex- 
cufe  as  fufficient  for  transforming  the  faf- 
cinating  pathos  of  an  orator,  into  the  dif- 

cordant 


(15) 

cordant  and  confufed  founds,  produced 
by  an  undue  exercife  of  the  olfaftory 
nerve  ?  Can  a  temporary  gratification 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  or  injury  of  the 
mo  ft  animating  and  irrefiftible  charm  pe¬ 
culiar  to  intelligent  creatures,  even 
fpeechp  Let  the  votary  to  Snuff  intro¬ 
duce  what  arguments  he  will,  none  can 

•  o  a  >  * 

defend  his  baneful  innovation. 


The  fpeech  in  general  of  thofe  who  are 
fo  conftantly  fnuffing  this  odious  duff  up 
their  noflrils,  is  very  different  from  fuch 
who  refrain  from  doing  violence  to  elo- 

c  r  • 

cution.  As  the  former  fpeak  like  perfons 
affefted  by  a  cold,  or  that  had  fuftained 
the  misfortune  of  lofing  their  nofe  or  pa¬ 
late,  while  the  latter  ufe  that  voice,  with 
all  its  pleafmg  exertions,  which  nature 
has  liberally  given  them,  others  are  in¬ 
toxicated  a!  in  oft  to  melancholy  and 

madnefs ; 


(  ) 

i  '  -  , 

madnefs  ;  and  thofe  that  are  quite  infane 
are  great  admirers  of  Snuff,  as  is  fre¬ 
quently  feenat  the  receptacles  for  thofe 
unhappy  people,  by  their  conftant  ufe 
and  begging  for  it  of  all  vifitors. 

r-f  .  -*  •  >  V  -  :•  >  ‘  '  '  -  l  V 

■  i  ••  9  '  >  *  >  •  i  '  ■  .  !  .  '  i 

How  agreeable,  chearful,  and  gay,  does 
a  fmall  company  in  fprightly  converfation 
appear  if  no  Snuff  box  is  introduced 
among  them  ?  how  much  preferable  in 
fenfe  and  wit  is  the  converfation,  than  if 
only  employed  in  handing  the  Box  about, 
with  theabfurd  invitation,  take  a  Pinch  of 
mine,  or  mine,  and  the  ridiculous  fpeech 
of  tafle  this.  This  is  employment  be¬ 
neath  the  dignity  of  rational  creatures. 

Nor  be  the  Hankerchief  forgot, 

All  varnifh'd  o'er  with  Snuff  and  f — 

Swift. 


There 


/ 
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There  is  a  pleafing  neatnefs  in  the  peo¬ 
ple  (in  derifion)  called  Quakers,  which 
would  be  utterly  defaced  were  Snuff  ge¬ 
nerally  ufed  among  them  ;  and  I  cannot 
recolleft  ever  feeing  one  inftance  of  any 

i  i 

of  thefe  decent  people  ever  becoming 

'  . 

flayes  to  this  unnatural  praftice. 


The  writer  of  this  does  not  employ  his 
pen  out  of  mere  pique  againft  a  cuftom 
he  cannot  adopt,  or  approve  of ;  and 
hopes  he  {hall  be  forgiven  by  his  readers, 
efpecially  the  Fair  Sex,  for  making  fo  fre£, 
to  perfuade  them  from  fo  unpleafing  an 

/  :  *  !  j  *  ‘  ‘  "  <  r 

aftion* 

/  ,  >  ,  f  ••  y'  •  '  .  i 

■  i  _  •  •  j 

Let  any  impartial  perfon  look  on  a 
Lady  with  her  fan,  a  book,  netting  {hut- 
ties,  &c.  how  pleafing  and  chearful  fhe 

looks  compared  to  the  attitude  of  the 

/  ■  r  * 

E  finger 


k 
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finger  and  thumb,  holding  the  melan- 
choly  pinch,  even  from  a  gold  or  dia¬ 
mond  cafe  it  was  contained  in,  if  ever 
fo  fine,  it  only  reprefents  Pandora’s  Box  ; 
and  it  is  out  of  real  refpeft  that  he  re¬ 
commends  to  his  fair  Country-women  to 

'  ,*r  ‘  .*  -  -  V 

leave  it  off,  that  they  may  all  appear  flill 
more  engaging. 


The  men  he  would  recommend  to  leave 
off  peftering  others*  by  fo  continually  of¬ 
fering  Snuff,  where  it  is  difagreeable,  and 
which  has  often  been  the  cafe  with  the 
writer  of  this  fhort,  well  meant  Treatife. 
Should  thefe  few  hints  have  effeft  on 
either,  he  {hall  think  his  time  well  requit¬ 
ed,  and  if  it  prevents  one  naufeous  Box 
being  offered  to  any  perfon  who  diflikes 
it,  or  from  being  put  under  his  own 

t  ' 

nofe  ;  he  has  not  wrote  this  in  vain. 


Left 
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Left  an  uniuft  partiality  fhould  be 
charged  on  the  writer  of  this,  in  exerci- 
ling  fome  feverity  an  a  cuftom  which  en- 
tails  many  other  fubordinate  appendages, 
he  means  to  take  an  oblique  view  of  its 
German  Coujin  fmoaking,  and  chewing 
Tobacco.  Thefe  indeed  are  neither  of 
them  quite  fo  difagreeable  to  others,  or 
prejudicial  to  themfelves,  but  at  the  fame 
time  are  frequently  productive  of  fome 

'  '  ■  t  •  ~  .... 

unpleafing  elfufions.  To  fee  a  man  put 
into  his  mouth  5 Bacco ,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
called,  till  it  makes  his  cheeks  or  lips 
projeft  like  the  jaw  of  a  certain 
quadruped  animal  that  wears  a  tail,*  is 

rather 

*  Some  may  confider  this  fimile  too  fevere, 
when  applied  to  the  human  fpecies ,  but  as  there 
are  many  animals  who  walk  only  on  two  legs 
like  men,  that  both  cram  Tobacco  into  their 
mouths,  and  wear  long  tails  likewife,  it  may  not 
be  wholly  inapplicable* 


(  20  ) 

rather  more  ridiculous  than  difguffing, 

and  is  feldom  ufed  by  a  man  of  decency 

, 

in  the  prefence  of  Ladies.  To  thofe  who 

.  ... 

are  accuftomed  to  hardfhips,  or  to  en¬ 
dure  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  and 

r  *  ~  -v  , 

likewife  to  fome  valetudinarians,  Smoak- 

•  ;  r 

ing  may  be  really  beneficial,  and  confe- 
quently  juflifiable;  but  to  fuch  who  are 

*  ••  '  ,•  'f  ’  .  ■  r;  ‘  ' 

unaccuftomed  to  any  difficulties  more 
than  ordinary,  it  is  a  fuperfluous,  and 
to  fome,  offenfive  indulgence,  as  the 
fmell  communicates  itfelf  to  our  cloaths, 

&c. 

/  '  ■  *  <  -  •  v  :  f  :  '  V  ’  '  '  ’• 

Many,  no  doubt,  in  defence  of  Smoak- 
ing,  will  urge  its  phyfical  utility,  its 
anti-peftilential  properties,  and  the  like  ; 
but,  neverthelefs,  all  muff  allow  there  is 
often  a  local  impropriety  in  ufing  it. 
This  is  the  grievance  complained  of,  this 
the  evil  to  be  remedied,  by  the  difcretion 
and  good  breeding  of  its  votaries. 


To 
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To  combat  popular  prejudices  is  of  all 
talks  the  moll  arduous  and  dangerous, 
for  few  approve,  many  cenfure,  all  fear. 
Under  thefe  accumulated  difadvantages 
this  Ihort  Addrefs  will  appear,  and  nothing 

but  the  candour  of  the  difcerning  and 
impartial  can  fcreen  me  from  that  ven¬ 
geance,  which  moll  Reformers  meet  with. 

Should  thefe  defultory  obfervations  in 
any  wife  excite  attention, or  in  thefmallell 
degree  produce  a  reformation  in  thefe 
particulars,  the  writer  will  not  regret 
having  djevoted  fome  little  time,  in  pro¬ 
telling  againll  the  abfurd,  pernicious,  and 
unnatural  praftice  of  Snuff  Taking . 


i 


FINIS. 


